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Rich with one of many good sized trout rescued frorthe Willwood canal
Photo courtesy of Marion Morrison

Looking at all the golden hues would definitelgicate that autumn has arrived. Early > &% %
on, you wouldn't have believed it with some of tieenperatures we experienced. With -
mid-October now upon us, the temps are startirdrop and snow is starting to accumu-- | - | - #& "% -
late in the higher elevations. Luckily, the weathas been cooperating with our annual ) "%

“Trout Rescue”.

We were scheduled to begin on Saturday, OctaBér but | received a call from the
North Fork Irrigation District advising they hadmarous fish in the canal after they hai
shut down the head gate. Unfortunately our ChaR8Permit did not cover the north
fork ditch so Bob Capron made a quick call to Gamnd Fish and we were given permis
sion to add the North Fork ditch to our list ofaes locations.

Friday, October 29, myself, Bob Capron, Dave Sweet, Greg Bieri, ammmify
Thompson from Trout Unlimited headed to the Northk= When the day was done, we
had collected 933 fish from the canal. | don'hthany of us anticipated that many fish.

Even more impressive was the size of fish weued. We had a lot of fry, but forty to
forty-five fish were easily 18+ inches and a goodeh of those made the 20+ inch range.
It was a great start to the rescue operatioontinued on page 2
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Lead Lines Continues

Saturday and Sunday (October 23-24) we workedAffilwood canal and collected 711 fish with sormpiessive size
fish. Monday, October 35 we worked the first half of the Garland Canalj avith the help of the Lovell FFA kids, 488
fish were collected and returned to the river. iAgae had a very good number of large fish.

As of this writing, we have saved 2,142 fish avelhaven’t yet begun our work on the second HaGarland or made
it to the Cody or Lakeview canals. That is alnamiible our entire amount of last year.

For those of you who have not made it to onthefrescue days, call Bob Capron (587-2456) anceritakpoint to get
out and help. It can be hard work depending ortdhain, but, it's also fun, rewarding, and you gdree lunch. If you
can’'t make it out, keep track of the progress onveeb site and check out the photos on the chapkatebook page. |
strongly encourage you to try one day, you worgreeit! Also, on Tuesday, Novembel2Trout Magazine will be on
hand to film our rescue efforts.

From November 5-7, | will be at the State Colimeeeting being hosted by the Upper Bear River @hap Evanston.
Hopefully | will have some information to pass droar next chapter meeting. Until then, make gosd of this weather
and get out to wet a few flies!

Combining fish rescue with spelunking. 168 fish meerescued in this siphon.
Photo courtesy of Lorna Anderson
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How it's done
Photo courtesy of Bob Capron

Photo courtesy of Lorna Anderson

Lovell FFA members pitch in and do a great job. Tlnks guys.
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By Melody Weinhandl, Wyoming Fly Casters President

Used with Permission

When the average person thinks of a trout, thetbaemost often comes to mind is the brilliantlyozed rainbow. The
rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) is a speciesalmonid native to tributaries of the Pacific Otéa Asia and North
America.

The species has been introduced for food or spat least 45 countries, and every continent exéefdrctica. They were
originally named by Johann Julius Walbaum, a Gerdaator and avid angler, in 1792 based on typeispgets from the time
of his exploration of the Kamchatka peninsula itrexe western Russia. Originally grouped into thér® genus, DNA stud-
ies showed rainbow trout are genetically closeP&aific salmon (Oncorhyncus species) than to brovamt (Salmo trutta) or
Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar), so the genus was@éa.

Unlike the species' former name's epithet iridiatif. rainbow), the specific epithet mykiss deriiesm the local Kam-
chatkan name “mykizha” (or "colorful one"). Onconteys is Greek for "hooked snout,” so the fancy dmmscientific name
Oncorhynchus mykiss simply means "snazzy fish withig nose." Funny how scientists all over the dadn recognize that,
but | for one know the beautiful rainbow just ag@f my favorite Wyoming fish. Equally odd is thencept that our familiar
rainbow, a fish many of us cut our trout teeth smto speak, is as well known to us as to a Moagdlibesman or some deni-
zen of a back country northern Chinese village. fdiebows' home is the northern hemisphere Pag#gin and coastal rivers
that feed the North Pacific.

The ocean going form (including those returningdpawning) are known as steelhead, (Canada arldrited States) or
ocean trout (Australia), although they are the sapeies. Like salmon, steelhead are anadromoassréturn to their original
hatching ground to spawn. Similar to Atlantic saimbut unlike their Pacific O n c or h y n ¢ usalmonid kin, steelhead are
able to spawn yearly (iteroparous) and may makeraggpawning trips between fresh and salt watke. Steelhead smolts re-
main in the river for about a year before headmmgea, whereas salmon typically return to the asasmolts. Different steel-
head populations migrate upriver at different tinoéghe year. "Summer-run steelhead" migrate betwday and October,
before their reproductive organs are fully matdrbey mature in freshwater before spawning in thengp Most Columbia
River and Pacific Northwest steelhead are "summer:" "Winter-run steelhead" mature fully in theean before migrating,
between November and April, and spawn shortly agéurning. The maximum recorded life-span for mbvaw trout is 11
years.

Rainbow trout are predators with a varied diet, aiibdeat nearly anything they can grab. Their g@as a selective eater
is only a legend. Rainbows are not quite as pisoiws (fish eating) or aggressive as brown trougke trout; however, the
mighty brook trout really does put the run on thafger rainbow brethren and will own the entirefymany a mountain stream
where one might always expect to find rainbows gméesYoung rainbows survive on insects, fish eggsller fish (up to 1/3 of
their length), along with crayfish and other cragst@ns. As they grow, though, the proportion of figdt increases in most all
populations. Some lake dwelling lines may becotaakionic feeders. While in flowing waters poputhtgith salmon, trout
eat varied fish eggs, including salmon, cutthroaittas well as the eggs of other rainbow troyt, $molt and even salmon car-
casses.

The first rainbow trout hatchery was establishedSam Leandro Creek, a tributary of San Franciscp Bhe hatchery
was stocked with the locally native rainbow trawtnfi local creeks. The fish raised in this hatcheeye sent as faraway as New
York(!) and the lucky ones came to Wyoming. Shoetfter the pioneers and the Army, rainbow troutevetroduced into
Wyoming in the 1890s.

On one very fortuitous day in the spring of 1898,emstbound Union Pacific train hauling many thodsaof rainbow
fingerling from San Leandro broke down near whas wabecome Saratoga. The cooling equipment qtiit thie power plant
of the locomotive, and the fish were going to rpidarm in their tanks in the freight cars and did2 personnel did the only
humane thing they could do, which was to dump ihgefrling into the North Platte River. Interestipgihe Platte was naturally
devoid of trout at this time and the rainbows foandrgin home to colonize. Most people forgot atthis stocking until regu-
lar catches of rainbows nearing 30” began to beltyears later, catapulting Saratoga to preemmexscthe rainbow trout
capital of the world during the first decade of t890s.

The Wyoming state record for rainbow trout was ¢ug Burnt Lake, Sublette County in 1969 by Fr&avazzo, a mon-
ster of 35 and a half inches and weighing 23 poumte world record for the largest rainbow was imke Diefenbaker, Sas-
katchewan in 2009. Sean Konrad's catch of 42 melne 48 Ibs. humbles even Wyoming's best.

These large fish doubtlessly provided many finalstillets, and family and friends dined contenyedtvelling in the
magnificence of the catch and the succulence ofrtbal. This would have been, | dare say, a hagppuement and a fitting
"end of those particular rainbows™ lives.

So, the next time you're fishing our state’s rivamsl streams, you'll have a new angle on any ramibout you catch.
Who'd have thought their ancestors would hijactaatjust so they could relocate and populate catevs?
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Birney makes his way out of the Clark’s Fork.

Bob found th t ickiup in the Bigh . .
Ob found the mystery wicrdup In the Bighorns Photo courtesy of Birney Holberg

Courtesy of Bob Capron

Bob's fly rig pointing the way up Shell Creek.
Great photo, Bob
Courtesy of Bob Capron
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4. Dead Drift Streamers
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